
 

 

Happy Holiday Season to Everyone, 

I hope everyone is doing well and has 

had a productive fall season so far.  I 

know it was really nice working in Sep-

tember and the first part of October.  

Now it is just plan wet, and everyone 

across our great state seems to be say-

ing the same.  We have had lots of rain 

over here on the West side of Michigan 

in the last month.  But, as mostly drain-

age guys and gals we can’t complain too 

much, because rain will eventually bring 

more business. 

Everyone should have received their 

membership dues in the letter from 

Sarah.  Let’s all try to get these paid so 

that we have an accurate count of mem-

bership by January convention time.  

Also, on a convention note, Scott 

Everett is working on finding us a fun 

and unique speaker for our annual ban-

quet.  I hope everybody is planning to 

attend. 

Remember, we, the Michigan LICA chap-

ter, will be hosting the National Summer 

Convention in Grand Rapids next July.  

Yes, that is July 2018.  Mike Cook will 

then be our National President and we 

look forward to showing off our awe-

some state and chapter.  We will have 

more info available on this at our winter 

convention, but it promises to be a great 

time for the whole family and all of our 

LICA families. 

I don’t have much other news to share, 

but am looking forward to seeing every-

one at winter convention.  Don’t forget 

to get registered and get your hotel 

rooms booked. 

Until January, have a safe and happy holi-

day season with family and friends. 

Respectfully, 

Trevor Young 

 

From the Lead Plow, Trevor Young, President MLICA 
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Ben Foster, Chairman of the Board 

Foster Trenching, Ithaca 
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S. Hecksel Farms LLC, Ravenna 
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Word Construction, Camden 
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Soil & Water Mgmt Systems, Westphalia 
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Dig-N-Dave’s Excavating LLC, Coldwater 
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Talaski Farm Drainage, Harbor Beach 
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Frasier Law Firm 
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AANNUALNNUAL  WWINTERINTER  CCONVENTIONONVENTION  

LLANSINGANSING  RRAMADAAMADA  HHOTELOTEL  & C& CONFERENCEONFERENCE  

CCENTERENTER  

JANUARY 14-16, 2018 

 

NNATIONALATIONAL  LICA WLICA WINTERINTER  CCONVENTIONONVENTION  

Hyatt Place + Hyatt House 

Charleston, SC 

FEBRUARY 20-24, 2018 

See Page 9 for details. Go to 

www.licanational.com for registration. 

 

NNATIONALATIONAL  LICA SLICA SUMMERUMMER  MMEETINGEETING  

Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 

Grand Rapids, MI 

JULY 9-15, 2018 

Diary of an Executive Director 

It’s hard for me to believe 2017 is al-

most over! Time seems to always be 

getting away from me!  

It was great to see so many of you in 

August at our field day and summer 

picnic hosted by Larry and Ben Cook 

over in Peck.  I was amazed to see over 

a hundred people in attendance Friday, 

before the rain rolled in at the end of 

the work day. Make sure to check out 

the field day highlights on the next 

page. 

In January we will be hosting our annual 

winter convention at the Lansing Ra-

mada Hotel and conference center, 

beginning with our board meeting and 

cornhole tournament Sunday, January 

14th. Monday, January 15th, we will 

have a day full of seminars, and end the 

evening with our associates night and 

annual auction. Tuesday morning will be 

all about GPS with presentations from 

Joey Schlatter of Schlatter’s Inc, and 

Nate Cook of Cook’s AGPS.  

Please make sure to fill out and send in 

the convention registration form in-

cluded with this newsletter so we will 

have a count on how many to expect. 

Thank you to those of you that have 

sent in your renewal dues! For those of 

you that may have forgotten, you can 

include your payment with your con-

vention registration. 

As we’re approaching 2018, make sure 

to mark your calendars for the Na-

tional LICA Summer Meeting which will 

take place on our own turf! There is a 

lot of excitement from other states 

about coming to Michigan, so I hope 

you all take the time to attend! 

I’m looking forward to seeing you soon! 

UUU P C O M I N GP C O M I N GP C O M I N G    

EEE V E N T SV E N T SV E N T S    

LOOK FOR THE  
REGISTRATION WITH 

THIS NEWSLETTER! 

SSSPECIALPECIALPECIAL   TTTHANKSHANKSHANKS   TOTOTO   OOOURURUR   

2017 F2017 F2017 FIELDIELDIELD   DDDAYAYAY   SSSPONSORSPONSORSPONSORS   
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Above: Contractors checking out the installation of the 8 inch Fratco FLEXCORR main up close. 

Below Left: Aerial image of the 8 inch main Below Right: Aerial image of field Friday AM 

FFFIELDIELDIELD   DDDAYAYAY   HHHIGHLIGHTSIGHLIGHTSIGHLIGHTS   
This year, our contractor field day took place 

in the thumb region just outside of Peck. We 

had a great turn out Friday, with AIS serving 

approximately 120 people with their Chuck 

Wagon.  

A large draw of interest for this year’s field day 

was the installation of Fratco’s FLEXCORR, a 

flexible dual wall pipe. Paul Liggett, a sales rep-

resentative for Fratco was on site, and cap-

tured video footage with his drone. To see 

Paul’s video, check out the MLICA Facebook 

page at www.facebook.com/michiganlica. 

With storms hitting all around us, we were 

fortunate that the rain held off until 4 o’clock 

on Friday. Around 4 o’clock, a storm rolled in 

fast and furious, dumping around 2 inches of 

rain in half an hour. After the rain ended, 

MLICA member Don Molloy sent his drone up 

and captured some aerial photos of the field 

day site. The ground wasn’t able to soak up the 

rain as quickly as it fell, leaving us with quite a 

muddy mess. 

Saturday was full of casual conversation, an 

MLICA board meeting, and lots of great food at 

the annual summer picnic. The kids also had 

great fun playing in the mud. 

All in all, another field day and summer picnic 

are in the books where camaraderie and great 

memories were made!  

Above: Aerial image of the field day site as we 

wrapped up for the day Friday.  

Below: Rob Hall receiving assistance to get his 

RV to the road after the rain. 

Above: Aerial image of the field day location 

showing the tile lines installed during the day 

Friday, along with a lot of standing water after 

two inches of rain. 

Below: Morgan Cook and her cousin Adalynn 

Victory playing in the mud Saturday during the 

picnic. 

Above: Cousins Morgan Cook, Adalynn Vic-

tory, & Hudson Victory enjoying a hayride 

around the field day site. 
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NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

In the past, Michigan LICA has had trouble receiving health 

insurance through National LICA because of the insurance 

rules of Michigan.    Joseph Herren of Medova Healthcare 

Financial Group, LLC in partnership with Lifestyle Health 

plans is now offering coverage to Michigan LICA members.  

The LICA Healthy Benefits program provides major medical 

health benefits with an integrated wellness and lifestyle im-

provement program. 

LICA HEALTHY BENEFITS 

For more information, contact  
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NATIONAL HAPPENINGS : NEW BENEFIT 
MASA MEDICAL TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS 

For information or  

enrollment contact: 

Andrew Zink 

314-540-5729 

azink@masamts.com 
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Our collaboration can inform me of research needs in 

Michigan that I will try to investigate. As my drainage 

research progresses, I will share the latest research with 

your members during the MLICA annual conventions 

and field days as I believe people can benefit from the 

research findings. 

My outreach goal is to provide drainage education to 

Michigan residents. In particular, I would like to collabo-

rate with MLICA to provide an annual drainage design 

and education workshop for farmers, MSU extension 

educators, next generation of contractors, NRCS engi-

neers, and other agency personnel. I believe this work-

shop will be valuable as MLICA has the practical knowl-

edge and experience of drainage and the latest technol-

ogy to contribute to the workshop and I can provide 

some of the design and research aspect. Overall, I hope 

my research and outreach in Michigan can benefit 

MLICA and vice versa. I look forward to working with 

MLICA members. 

INTRODUCING MLICA’S NEW MSU LIAISON: EHSAN GHANE 

Last winter, Ehsan Ghane stopped by the MLICA conven-

tion to introduce himself as MSU’s new assistant professor 

and extension specialist. He became aware of MLICA 

through his work with Larry Brown at Ohio State Univer-

sity. In July, he reached out to Mike Cook as he was com-

piling an article on drainage. Before publishing his article, 

he allowed Mike to review it, and accepted suggestions. 

We look forward to our partnership with Ehsan and the 

MSU Extension Office! 

A Note from Ehsan: 

I first learned about the theory and design of subsurface 

(tile) drainage during my undergraduate program. As I 

wanted to learn more, I pursued a Ph.D. degree at The 

Ohio State University where I worked on the crop yield 

impact of controlled drainage as well as working on 

quantifying its drainage flow reduction compared to free 

conventional drainage. I also worked on improving the 

design of denitrification beds (a.k.a. woodchip bioreac-

tors) by investigating water flow through woodchips and 

determining nitrate removal. Then, I worked at U of M 

(the other one in Minnesota) as a postdoctoral associate 

working on nutrient transport in drainage water and ur-

ban stormwater runoff as well as working on improving 

the performance of denitrification beds at cold tempera-

tures. Finally, I joined Michigan State University in Janu-

ary 2017 as an assistant professor and extension special-

ist. 

We know that without drainage, current crop produc-

tion in Michigan would not exist. My research goal is to 

solve challenges in agricultural water management with 

particular emphasis on innovative practices that reduce 

nutrient transport in drainage water and conserve water 

for crop use. Some of these practices are controlled 

drainage (a.k.a. drainage water management), saturated 

buffer, drainage water recycling, and denitrification bed 

(a.k.a. woodchip bioreactor). The outcome of my re-

search will be to improve water quality and better un-

derstand the profitability of these conservation practices. 

I would like to collaborate with MLICA members in ex-

tension and research activities as I can benefit from the 

practical experience and knowledge of the members. 
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WWWELCOMEELCOMEELCOME   

NNNEWEWEW   & & &    

RRRETURNINGETURNINGETURNING   

MEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERS!!!   

Carl Gordon 

Gordon Farms 

Croswell, MI 

810-679-2717 

Phil Hayden 

Hayden Tiling 

Owensboro, KY 

270-683-0954 

Lynn Walton 

Walton Farms 

Imlay City, MI 

810-724-2508 

Jim Rector 

Water Management Specialist, Inc 

Mason, MI 

517-628-8001 
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IN THE NEWS: FATHER, SON DIE IN PIPELINE EXPLOSION NEAR DIXON, IL 

Original story can be found at https://patch.com/illinois/across-il/father-son-die-pipeline-explosion-near-dixon 

NACHUSA, IL — A 59-year-old 

man and his 30-year-old son died 

Tuesday morning when a natural 

gas pipeline exploded on the fam-

ily's farm near Dixon, Illinois. The 

Lee County Sheriff's office identi-

fied the men as Rory Miller of 

Amboy and son Ryan Miller of 

Oregon, Illinois. 

Lee County Sheriff John Simon-

ton said farm workers were in-

stalling field tile when a tractor 

pulling tiling plow became stuck 

Tuesday morning on the property 

near state Route 38 and Nachusa 

Road. Another tractor was used to 

try to free the vehiclee and "at 

(that) time, the second tractor be-

gan to lose traction," Simonton 

said. The vehicle accidentally 

struck a natural gas pipeline, 

causing a large explosion that en-

gulfed the field, he said. 

Rory and Ryan Miller were found 

dead at the scene, the sheriff said. 

The father and son were killed at 

M&R Farms, owned by Rory 

Miller, his wife Kathy and part-

ners Mark and Gloria Nusbaum, 

according to SaukValley.com. 

Two other people were trans-

ported to a nearby hospital by 

area residents who rushed to 

help, according to Simonton. 

They were later transferred to 

OSF Saint Anthony Medical Cen-

ter in Rockford. One individual is 

in critical but stable condition, 

and the other is in stable condi-

tion, Simonton said. 

SaukValley.com identified the in-

jured men as Michael Koster, 20, 

of Sterling, and Kyler Ackland, 

20, of West Brooklyn. 

"Our thoughts and prayers are 

with these four individuals and 

their families," the sheriff said 

during a press conference on 

Wednesday. 

(Continued on page 14) 

Editor’s Note: According to reports, 

"Unfortunately, a required one-call 

notification was not provided to the 

company prior to the work being per-

formed." This tragic accident could 

have been avoided. Please make sure 

you are calling MISS DIG. 
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Classifieds 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

Send your information to 

scook@michiganlica.org 

Please include any of the 

following information that 

applies: 

 Photo 

 Make & Model 

 Size & Color  

New, Used, or Recondi-

tioned 

Price & Location 

Contact Info including 

Name & Phone Number 

List it here in the MLICA Scoop! 

In addition to sharing a love of farm-

ing, Rory and Ryan Miller were both 

CPAs and worked during tax season for 

Wipfli Inc. in Dixon, SaukValley.com 

reported. Rory is survived by wife 

Kathy and daughter Kelsey Firkins of 

St. Peters, Missouri. Ryan is survived 

by wife Jill and daughters Madelyn, 

who turns 4 on Dec. 17, and 11-month-

old Morgan. 

Visitation for the father and son is 

slated for 4 to 7 p.m. Friday at New Life 

Lutheran Church in Sterling and 10 to 

11 a.m. Saturday prior to the start of 

funeral services. 

SaukValley.com reported that the pipe-

line is owned by Kinder Morgan, which 

issued a statement Wednesday saying 

they were unaware of the field work on 

Tuesday. "Unfortunately, a required 

one-call notification was not provided 

to the company prior to the work being 

performed," the company said. 

The fire resulting from the explosion 

was reportedly extinguished at around 

1:15 p.m., about four hours after the 

incident, when Kinder Morgan turned 

off the gas. Route 38 near the scene re-

mained closed until after 3 p.m., ac-

cording to the Lee County Sheriff's Of-

fice. 

Simonton said the incident remains 

under investigation by the Lee County 

Sheriff's Department, Illinois State Po-

lice and Illinois State Fire Marshal. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Classifieds 

CONTACT RUSS TALASKI 

FOR MORE INFORMATION   

BY EMAIL AT 

fieldtile@gmail.com 

BY PHONE AT 

989-479-9340 

2002 BRON 350 

BOOK YOUR ROOM BY CALLING  

(517) 627-3211 AND REQUESTING 

THE MLICA BLOCK TO RECEIVE 

THE $75 GROUP RATE 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018 

Board Meeting 3:30 PM, Suite 297 

3rd Annual Cornhole Tournament, Regency Ballroom 

*Associates may setup displays beginning at 3:30 PM, Regency Ballroom 

MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2018 

Associate Display Setup 6:30 AM - 8:30 AM, Regency Ballroom 

Seminars Beginning at 9:00 AM, Michigan Room  

Ladies Crafts Beginning at 9:15 AM, Suite 297 

Lunch, 12:00 PM, Regency Ballroom 

Associates Night & Auction Beginning at 5:00 PM 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2018 

GPS Seminar (1/2 day) 

AAANNUALNNUALNNUAL   WWWINTERINTERINTER      

CCCONVENTIONONVENTIONONVENTION   GGGUIDEUIDEUIDE   

POSSIBLE SEMINARS INCLUDE: 

 UNEMPLOYMENT 

 SALES TAX EXEMPTION FOR 

EQUIPMENT USED IN FARM 

DRAINAGE 

The National LICA Ladies will be hosting a 

silent auction to raise money for the LICA 

Scholarship. Please consider bringing a dona-

tion of a product made in Michigan to our 

convention in January. 



 

 

The MLICA Scoop is the official publication of 

the Michigan Land Improvement Contractors 

Association, dedicated to the professional con-

servation of soil and water. 

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters, subject to 

editing for accuracy and brevity. The MLICA 

Scoop also welcomes articles relevant to the 

land improvement industry. All letters and arti-

cles can be emailed to scook@michiganlica.org. 

Please include your name and phone number for 

verification purposes. 
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 Sarah Cook, Executive Director 

scook@michiganlica.org 

517-282-1083 

 

4372 S. Wright Road 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

Mike Cook, Secretary/Treasurer 

517-282-9801 

 

MLICA Lansing Office 

318 West Ottawa St. 

Lansing, MI 48933 

 

Government Relations 

Fraser Consulting 

Fraser-Trebilcock-Davis & Dunlap PC  

MLICA C/O Mike Cook 

4372 S. Wright Rd. 

Westphalia, MI 48894 


