
waitress who is so nervous to relax 

them. Or go down your phone  

contact list and call someone you 

haven't talked to in a long time, or give 

some kid you don't know some money 

for just taking care of their brother or 

sister while their parent is busy shop-

ping. These are examples of small 

things; you know what makes others 

happy. The holiday season is a time to 

share and be happy yourself, so  

embrace it and enjoy it. 

I have been in MILICA since 1996. I 

have met so many friends and people I 

call family that have helped me grow as 

an individual and better my business. 

LICA's philosophy: first your family, 

then your business, then LICA. See if 

you can find the time for LICA, and I 

feel that you will find the benefits. 

Thank You for letting 

me serve you. 

Russell Talaski  
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Sarah Cook, Executive Director & Secretary 

Soil & Water Mgmt Systems, St. Johns 

Scott Everett, Government Relations 

Frasier Law Firm 

From the Lead Plow, Russ Talaski, President MLICA 

First of all, I would like to inform you 

that the plans for the Winter  

Convention are coming along great. 

We will be allowing more time for the 

membership to visit with the  

associates and more educational  

seminars to meet your needs. But to 

do that, we need to hold it for two 

days. Again, we need auction items for 

Monday night; it helps fund our  

organization's cause. 

I want to wish all of you a Merry 

Christmas and a successful New Year, 

the way I was taught to say. Also,  

Happy Holidays as you may celebrate 

it. No matter how you celebrate, be 

with the ones that mean so much to 

you, and remember it is a time to be 

kind to others. I once had someone 

say that I enjoy more of the little 

th ings  in  l i f e  than  the b ig  

accomplishments. How true! Do 

something little this season for some-

one and watch their reaction. Like 

stopping to ask a jogger if they need a 

ride or telling a joke to the young 
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MLICA WINTER CONVENTION & 

ANNUAL MEETING 

2187 UNIVERSITY PARK DR | OKEMOS, 

MI 48864 

JANUARY 8TH - 9TH, 2024  

NATIONAL LICA 

WINTER CONVENTION 

HILTON VIRGINIA BEACH OCEANFRONT 

$149/NIGHT (PLUS TAXES & FEES) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 

FEBRUARY 13 -17 

Diary of an Executive Director 

The past few months have been a 

total whirlwind! From getting 

that fall newsletter out to dealing 

with dues renewal notices and 

wrangling the 2024 advertising 

contract, it's been non-stop. And 

let's not forget the convention  

chaos – new schedules, revamped 

info and forms – it's a lot, but I 

wouldn't have it any other way. 

And then there's the personal stuff 

– squeezing in my daughter's 

sports events, 4-H meetings, and 

the fall orchestra concert. Oh, and 

did I mention the holiday family 

gatherings? Yeah, those too! Life is 

a juggling act, but man, it's a good 

one. 

I've got to give a shoutout to my 

friends and family. They've been 

my rock through all this craziness. 

Whether it's lending a hand or 

cheering on my daughter at her 

games, I'm surrounded by awesome 

people. Even though it’s hard at 

times, it's a blessing to have such a 

lively and fulfilling life. 

As I tackle this winter newsletter, 

I'm feeling grateful for the support 

and ready to take on whatever the 

next few months throw at me. 

Bring it on! 
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Discovering the Power of Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) in Agricultural Drainage 

In our last newsletter, I 

shared my exploration into 

Ground Penetrating Radar 

(GPR) and its potential for 

our line of work. Well, I'm 

excited to update you—I've 

recently purchased a GPR 

unit from US Radar and put 

it to the test on a substan-

tial project involving the splitting of an old system 

dating back to the 1970s. 

Let me start by saying, it's impressive! The GPR unit 

has proven its worth, especially in certain conditions. 

We encountered challenges in locating tiles in the 

worst possible soil types—dense clay—but found 

that it excelled in lighter, sandier soils. In our  

experience, the performance varied, and some issues 

might have been due to our methods. For instance, 

the system worked better when crossing tile lines 

perpendicularly, while our parallel approach might 

have caused some hiccups. This drainage system had 

unexpected twists and turns, which added  

complexity. 

Given our time constraints, we used the GPR  

selectively, focusing on areas where we faced  

difficulties pinpointing anything. David Kelly, the 

salesman and trainer, emphasized trusting the  

machine—an advice that held true. Sometimes,  

letting the technology do its job, flagging areas, and 

then analyzing the data made all the difference. 

In practice, the unit operates 

by either manually pushing it, 

or towing it behind a side-by

-side vehicle at a slow pace. 

The screen displays real-time 

underground signatures,  

representing contrasting 

densities as inverted U-

shaped indicators. Shallow 

l a t era l s  were  ea s i l y  

discernible and well-defined, while deeper lines  

presented a bit more challenge. Like anything new, 

our interpretation of the data will improve with  

continued use. 

Here's how it works: as you travel the field, the 

system records signatures, allowing you to mark 

spots in real time, creating a 2D GPS map.  

Alternatively, post-processing enables grid-based 

marking for comprehensive mapping. For larger  

areas, I've experimented with multiple grid  

approaches and overlapping sections to gather more 

data points, especially in areas with more potential 

targets, such as a main that follows a valley. 

The Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) unit has  

demonstrated its efficiency in supporting our drain-

age projects, particularly in terrain conducive to its  

optimal performance. While it encounters limitations 

in specific soil conditions, honing our proficiency in 

its operation and interpretation has proved  

immensely valuable. I am enthusiastic about the  

technology's potential to enhance our workflow  

efficiency and precision in locating existing drainage 

systems.  

In the upcoming weeks I plan to do some large scale  

locating and mapping for a solar project. I will update 

you on the success of that project at the Michigan 

LICA convention in January!  

Submitted by : Will Word 



I’m a part of LICA because my grandfather 

and dad were. It’s just been a part of our 

business. We benefit most by using the 

free Petrocon membership. 

~ Adam Auernhamer,  

MLICA Board Member 

I joined LlCA to interact with fellow  

members, to share ideas and new  

technologies, and be active on new  

legislation that govern our industry. 

~ Keith Cottrill, MLICA Board Member 

I joined LICA to meet people in the tiling  

industry and continue my membership because of 

the friendships I have made and to keep up on  

new products. 

~ Nate Payne, MLICA Board Member 

I joined because of my family's involvement in the 

organization and have continued because I feel 

the knowledge gained from other contractors 

and their experiences is invaluable. 

 ~ Ben Cook, MLICA Member 





BIGIRON QUARTERLY FOCUS AUCTIONS 

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

National LICA has collaborated with BigIron 

Auctions to introduce a new advantage for LICA 

members: the LICA Member Auction Benefit. 

From December 2023 to 2024, BigIron Auctions 

will conduct quarterly Focus Auctions, offering 

exclusive rates to LICA members without  

additional fees. 

BigIron Auctions specializes in online auctions, 

ensuring owners get fair market value for their 

equipment and assets. They promote  

transparency by fac i l i tat ing d irect  

communication between buyers and sellers,  

enabling potential bidders to reach out to the 

previous owner with any inquiries. 
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2024 WINTER CONVENTION IN VIRGINIA BEACH 

FEBRUARY 13-17 

   NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

Virginia Beach’s allure spans all seasons, with its rich history, 

local cuisines and array of both indoor and outdoor attractions 

to experience. National LICA has exciting plans in store for 

the LICA Family this coming February. 

Hilton Virginia Beach Oceanfront | $149/night (plus Taxes & 

Fees) 

The Hilton Virginia Beach Oceanfront is right on the Virginia 

Beach Boardwalk, steps away from entertainment and dining. 

Neptunes' Park, Beachside Social & craft beers......just to name 

a few! 

The hotel itself has Catch 31 onsite, which is some of the best 

food and views on the coast. In the mood for a more unique 

dining experience? Make reservations 21 floors up at Virginia 

Beach's ONLY rooftop igloo experience. Enjoy an exclusive 

and intimate lounging experience in a heated igloo that in-

cludes a private server, hand-crafted food and cocktails, and 

memories you can’t find anywhere else at the beach. 
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One-Pot Salsa Beef Skillet 

Submitted by Sarah Cook 

From Kraft Food & Family Fall 2005 

Prep: 5 min.   Total: 27 min. 

Ingredients: 

1 lb. lean ground beef (or venison) 

2 cups water 

1 cup Taco Bell Home Originals Thick ‘N Chunky 

Salsa 

1 pkg. (14 oz.)  Kraft Deluxe Macaroni & Cheese 

Dinner (or 2 cups pasta & 1/2 lb Velvetta) 

2 cups frozen corn 

½ cup Kraft Shredded Mexican Style Cheese 

1 green onion, chopped optional 

Directions: 

Brown meat in skillet; drain. Return to skillet. 

Stir in water, salsa and Macaroni. Bring to boil. 

Reduce heat to low; cover. 

Simmer 10 min. or until Macaroni is tender; 

stirring twice. Add corn and Cheese Sauce Mix; 

cook 2 min. or until heated through and blended. 

Ladle into bowls. Sprinkle with shredded cheese 

and green onion. 

This recipe says it makes 4 servings, but they are LARGE serv-

ings. I make this when I know I am going to have a busy 

week because it is great as left overs.  
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Classifieds 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

Send your information to 

scook@michiganlica.org 

Please include any of the following information that 

applies: 

• Photo 

• Make & Model 

• Size & Color  

•New, Used, or Reconditioned 

•Price & Location 

•Contact Info including Name & Phone Number 

List it here in the MLICA Scoop! 

Edward D. “Eddie” Kellogg, age 82, of 

Edon, Ohio, passed away at 12:01 A.M. 

on Tuesday, November 21, 2023, in his 

home after an extended illness.  Mr. 

Kellogg was a 1959 graduate of Edon 

High School and was a drainage  

contractor, operating Ed Kellogg Farm Drainage from 

1959 to present.  He enjoyed fishing, hunting, watching 

NASCAR, Ohio State football, and spending time at the 

lake.  Most of all he enjoyed working his business. 

Edward D. Kellogg was born on December 3, 1940, in 

Manchester, Michigan, the son of Donald and Hattie 

(McGee) Kellogg.  He married Dianna L. Petre on July 

22, 1967, in Metz, Indiana, and she survives. 

Surviving in addition to his wife are three sons, Scott 

(Jenny) Kellogg, of Bryan, Ohio, Steve (Rachelle) Kellogg, 

of Montpelier, Ohio, and Stacy (Kirby) Kellogg, of Edon; 

twelve grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and his 

siblings, Doris Bechtel, in Texas, Lyle (Evelyn) Kellogg, 

Carol Mason, Fred Kellogg, John (Shelly) Kellogg, JoAnn 

Kellogg, all of Edon, and Howard Kellogg, of Hillsdale, 

Michigan.  He was preceded in death by his parents. 

Visitation was held on Tuesday, November 28, 2023, 

from 4:00-7:00 P.M. at the Krill Funeral Home, 

Edon.  Services were held on Wednesday, November 

29, 2023, at 11:00 A.M. at the Krill Funeral Home, Edon, 

with Pastor John Winright officiating.  Interment follow 

ed at Columbia Cemetery.   

Memorials are requested to St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital or the Shop with a Cop program.  

Eddie Kellogg Obituary 



The MLICA Scoop is the official publica-

tion of the Michigan Land Improvement 

Contractors Association, dedicated to 

the professional conservation of soil and 

water. 

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters, 

subject to editing for accuracy and brev-

ity. The MLICA Scoop also welcomes 

articles relevant to the land improve-

ment industry. All letters and articles 

c a n  b e  e m a i l e d  t o 

scook@michiganlica.org. Please include 

your name and phone number for verifi-

cation purposes. 
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Sarah Cook, Executive Director & Secretary 

4780 E Townsend Rd 

St Johns, MI 48879 

scook@michiganlica.org 

517-282-1083 

 

Nikki Payne, Treasurer 

269-612-2648 

 

MLICA Mailing Address 

4372 S. Wright Road 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

 

Government Relations 

Fraser Consulting 

Fraser-Trebilcock-Davis & Dunlap PC  

124 West Allegan St. Ste 1000 

Lansing, MI 48933 

Scott Everett, Cell:  517-204-3328 

MLICA  

4372 S. Wright Rd. 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

Stay Connected! 

FIND US 

On the web @ 

www.michiganlica.org 

& Facebook @ 

www.facebook.com/michiganlica 


