
Your MILICA board met recently, 

and we’ve started planning for our  

Winter State Convention. Educa-

tional topics were discussed, and 

Sarah has been tasked with finding 

speakers and setting the schedule 

for the two-day event. Many great 

ideas were presented, and we be-

lieve this year’s topics will be of 

interest to you. We encourage 

you to join us. 

Please take a moment to invite 

someone you know who could 

benefit from becoming a LICA 

member. Many of us got involved 

this way, and it has kept us en-

gaged ever since. 
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Welcome to fall, a time when  

harvest has begun, and fields are 

ready for conservation work or 

even tile drainage. This can be the 

most productive season for many 

of our Members and Associate 

Members. Take advantage of the 

opportunities available to you and 

your business, but also remember 

to spend time with your family 

and create lasting memories. 

Businesses in Michigan are set to 

change in the future. Contracts 

for solar farms are being signed as 

we speak, and new zoning rules 

are being written. Even if we 

don’t fully agree with or under-

stand these changes, we must  

embrace them and seek opportu-

nities within our industry where 

we can adapt and generate new 

work. 

2024 ISSUE 2 

FEATURES 

DIARY OF AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  PAGE 3 

NATIONAL LICA’S INAUGURAL WATER MANAGEMENT FORUM RECAP PAGE 4 

WHY LICA | ANNOUNCING NEW MICHIGAN LICA SCHOLARSHIP    PAGE 5 

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS:  LICA LEADERS SHARE INSIGHTS IN PITTSBURGH  PAGE 7 

LICA SUMMER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: EXPLORING PITTSBURGH'S HERITAGE PAGES 8—10 

SAFETY MATTERS: TRUCKING  PAGE 13 

MENTAL HEALTH MINUTE: SEPTEMBER 2024 PAGE 14 

CROCKPOT CHICKEN & GRAVY | PUMPKIN DUMP CAKE | CLASSIFIEDS PAGE 15 





MLICA WINTER CONVENTION & 

ANNUAL MEETING 

2187 UNIVERSITY PARK DR 

OKEMOS, MI 48864 

JANUARY 13TH - 14TH, 2025  

NORTH AMERICA CONSERVATION 

& DRAINAGE EXPO 

GRAND PARK SPORTS CAMPUS  

WESTFIELD, INDIANA  

JANUARY 21ST-23RD, 2025 

NATIONAL LICA 

WINTER CONVENTION 

MARRIOTT JACKSONVILLE DOWNTOWN  

$174/NIGHT (PLUS TAXES & FEES) 

JACKSONVILLE, FL  

FEBRUARY 11 - 15, 2025  

Diary of an Executive Director 

Personal challenges have a way of 

showing us we are stronger than we 

sometimes know. Since the last issue 

of the MLICA Scoop, I’ve faced a 

few unexpected hurdles. I experienced 

an unplanned computer upgrade that 

threw off my usual workflow, fol-

lowed by a quick 30-second rollerblad-

ing accident that resulted in a broken 

wrist. Surgery and 6 months of occu-

pational therapy have been part of my 

healing process. On top of that, an 

annoying bump under my eye was di-

agnosed as "the best kind" of skin can-

cer—yet still a reality check. 

Through it all, I’m thankful for the 

activities that kept me moving for-

ward: my daughter’s soccer practices 

and games, 4-H events, the National 

LICA Water Management Forum, the 

National LICA Summer Meeting in 

Pittsburgh, a wonderful trip to visit 

family in Missouri, and even a family 

wedding! These events provided joy 

and perspective, helping me not to 

focus too much on my personal chal-

lenges. 

Now that we’re into fall, my atten-

tion has shifted to some exciting pro-

fessional milestones. We’re deep into 

dues renewals, convention planning, 

and, most exciting of all, the an-

nouncement of **Michigan LICA’s 

new scholarship**! I’m thrilled to 

share that all the details have been 

finalized, and we look forward to 

awarding our very first one (or two) 

scholarships this January.  

Thank you to everyone who has up-

lifted me through this journey. 
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Michigan LICA Attends National LICA’s Inaugural Water Management Forum 

This past June, National LICA held its first-ever Water  

Management Forum, a groundbreaking event focused on the 

critical issue of effective water management. Held over two 

days on the former St. Joe Campus in Rensselaer, Indiana, the 

forum brought together contractors, students, and industry 

experts for educational sessions and hands-on training. 

The forum offered a range of activities designed to improve 

water management practices. Attendees had access to a  

variety of both indoor and outdoor exhibits, showcasing the 

latest equipment, technology, and strategies aimed at address-

ing the challenges of water conservation, drainage, and  

irrigation. For contractors, the event was an opportunity to 

sharpen their skills and network with industry peers, while 

students gained valuable exposure to real-world applications 

of water management techniques. 

Throughout the two days, attendees participated in a series 

of educational sessions led by industry experts. These  

sessions covered key topics such as sustainable water  

management solutions, erosion control, and the latest  

advances in agricultural drainage. In addition to the classroom

-style learning, the forum featured extensive outdoor exhibits, 

and hands-on learning. Exhibitors set up outdoor  

demonstrations, allowing contractors and students to operate 

machinery and practice various water management techniques 

in a real-world setting. 

Region III Vice President Adam Cook assisted with a hands-

on backhoe training session for Joe Delusant (commonly re-

ferred to as “G.I. Joe”), the first graduate of the LICA  

Veterans Foundation program. This foundation, which  

supports veterans transitioning into careers in land improve-

ment, has quickly become a cornerstone of LICA's commit-

ment to workforce development. G.I. Joe, a veteran and  

recent graduate, showcased his skills on the backhoe under 

the expert guidance of Cook. The training not only  

demonstrated the capabilities of modern machinery but also 

highlighted the importance of empowering veterans with 

practical skills that translate into meaningful careers. 

The National LICA’s inaugural Water Management Forum 

proved to be a resounding success, offering a blend of  

education, innovation, and hands-on training that left a lasting 

impression on all who attended. As water management  

becomes an increasingly pressing issue, forums like these play 

a crucial role in equipping contractors and future land  

improvement professionals with the tools and knowledge 

they need to address the challenges ahead.  

For Michigan LICA members, the event was a valuable  

opportunity to stay at the forefront of industry trends, deep-

en their understanding of water management, and forge  

connections with other like-minded professionals. The forum 

not only celebrated the achievements of seasoned  

contractors but also underscored the importance of mentor-

ship and education in nurturing the next generation of land 

improvement experts.  

Looking ahead, the success of this first Water Management 

Forum suggests that it will become a staple event in the LICA 

calendar, fostering a community of professionals dedicated to 

advancing the field of sustainable water management across 

the country. 



“I joined by the advice of my father to network and learn 

about new technologies and equipment. I continue for 

the same reasons, as well as, the great group of people 

involved. It's become somewhat of a second family and I 

feel it's important to stick together, especially when it 

comes to the legislation governing our industry.”  

~Mike Pennington, MLICA Member 

Introducing the NEW Michigan LICA Scholarship 

Michigan LICA is proud to announce the launch of a new 

scholarship opportunity for our members and their families. 

This $1,000 scholarship is open to Michigan LICA regular,  

affiliate, and supporting members, along with their spouses, 

children, and grandchildren. 

Eligibility Requirements: 

Applicants must be either: 

- A currently enrolled college student, or 

- A high school senior actively enrolling in a college,  

technical school, or vocational training in Michigan. 

Preference will be given to students pursuing degrees in  

Natural Science, Technology, Business, Teaching, or  

Engineering. 

Important Dates: 

- Applications are open from September 15 to November 

15.  

- Winners will be announced by December 1, with awards 

distributed by January 15. 

How to Apply: 

Submit a completed application by November 15,  

including a birth certificate, transcripts, and a brief 300-

word essay .  For  more  de t a i l s ,  v i s i t 

www.michiganlica.org 

We look forward to supporting the next generation of 

leaders in our industry! 





LICA LEADERS SHARE INSIGHTS AT NATIONAL SUMMER MEETING IN PITTSBURGH  

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

This summer, during the National LICA Summer 

Meeting held in Pittsburgh, Region III VP Adam 

Cook, alongside other prominent LICA leaders, 

participated in an engaging leadership panel. The 

panel aimed to educate and inspire LICA  

members, offering valuable insights on what it 

takes to be part of LICA's leadership team.  

The session, which covered key aspects of  

leadership development and involvement within 

LICA, was recorded and is now available for  

viewing. Members can access the 

video on both the LICANational.org 

website and the National LICA 

YouTube channel, or by scanning the 

QR code. 

This educational initiative reflects LICA's  

commitment to fostering future leaders within 

the organization and ensuring its continued 

growth and success. 
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LICA SUMMER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:  

EXPLORING PITTSBURGH'S HERITAGE 

   NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

The National LICA Summer Meeting in Pittsburgh, PA, was 

a unique combination of professional growth and cultural 

immersion. LICA members were treated to an array of 

activities that showcased the city's history, architecture, 

and industrial legacy. Our group stayed at the Omni  

William Penn Hotel, a historic landmark in downtown 

Pittsburgh. Built in 1916, the hotel offered a luxurious and 

timeless setting, providing a  

perfect blend of vintage charm 

and modern comfort. Its grand 

interiors and storied past made it 

an ideal venue for the meeting, 

allowing guests to unwind after 

busy days of exploration. 

A particularly moving tour was the visit to the Flight 93 

National Memorial in Shanksville, PA. This site honors the 

40 passengers and crew members of United Airlines Flight 

93, who heroically prevented a further attack during the 

tragic events of September 11, 2001. The memorial, with 

its serene natural setting and reflective design, offered  

LICA members a moment to honor these heroes and  

contemplate the significance of their sacrifice. It was a 

powerful experience, reminding everyone of the bravery 

and resilience shown on that fateful day. 

Architectural enthusiasts 

were thrilled to visit Frank 

Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater, 

one of the most iconic  

examples of organic  

architecture in the world. 

Located in the picturesque 

Laurel Highlands, the house 

is designed to integrate 

seamlessly with the natural 

landscape, as it is built over 

a waterfall. LICA members 

marveled at Wright's innovative approach, which blurred 

the lines between the indoors and the outdoors, creating a 

home that feels like an extension of its surroundings. The 

visit was an inspiring look at how architecture can coexist 

with nature in a harmonious and breathtaking way. 

The second day of tours included a quick bus stop at the 

Mr. Rogers Statue, a tribute to Pittsburgh's beloved televi-

sion icon, Fred Rogers. Located along the North Shore 



near Heinz Field, the statue stands 

as a reminder of Rogers' profound 

impact on generations of children 

through his show Mister Rogers' 

Neighborhood. For many, it was a 

nostalgic moment that brought 

back memories of Rogers’ time-

less lessons on kindness, empathy, 

and community, making it a fitting 

addition to the meeting’s itinerary. 

Another highlight of the 

meeting was a ride on the  

Duquesne Incline, one of 

Pittsburgh's oldest and most 

beloved attractions. Dating 

back to 1877, the incline 

takes passengers up Mount 

Washington, providing sweeping views of the city's skyline 

and the three rivers that define its geography. At the top, 

LICA members enjoyed panoramic vistas of downtown 

Pittsburgh and the confluence 

of the Allegheny, Mononga-

hela, and Ohio rivers, a per-

fect spot for photographs 

and a chance to appreciate 

the beauty of the city from 

above. 

Rounding out the tours was a visit to the Carrie Blast  

Furnace, part of the former Homestead Steel Works. This 

industrial site, once a powerhouse of Pittsburgh's steel  

industry, now serves as a historical landmark, offering a 

glimpse into the city’s industrial past. LICA members  

explored the massive structures and learned about the steel 

LICA SUMMER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: EXPLORING PITTSBURGH'S HERITAGE CON’T 



production process that helped shape Pittsburgh into a  

major industrial hub. The visit to Carrie Furnace was a  

fascinating look at the gritty, 

labor-intensive work that fueled 

the city’s growth and played a 

significant role in American in-

dustrial history. 

The LICA Summer Meeting in Pittsburgh was an enriching 

experience, blending professional development with the 

chance to explore a city steeped in history and culture. 

From the elegant accommodations at the Omni William 

Penn Hotel to the thought-provoking visit to the Flight 93 

Memorial, the meeting offered a perfect mix of reflection, 

inspiration, and discovery. Tours of Fallingwater, the  

Duquesne Incline, and the Carrie Blast Furnace highlighted 

Pittsburgh’s unique place in American history, making the 

event both memorable and impactful for all who attended. 

LICA SUMMER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:  

EXPLORING PITTSBURGH'S HERITAGE CON’T 
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Classifieds 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

Send your information to 

scook@michiganlica.org 

Please include any of the following information that 

applies: 

• Photo 

• Make & Model 

• Size & Color  

•New, Used, or Reconditioned 

•Price & Location 

•Contact Info including Name & Phone Number 

List it here in the MLICA Scoop! 



The MLICA Scoop is the official publica-

tion of the Michigan Land Improvement 

Contractors Association, dedicated to 

the professional conservation of soil and 

water. 

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters, 

subject to editing for accuracy and brev-

ity. The MLICA Scoop also welcomes 

articles relevant to the land improve-

ment industry. All letters and articles 

c a n  b e  e m a i l e d  t o 

scook@michiganlica.org. Please include 

your name and phone number for verifi-

cation purposes. 
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Sarah Cook, Executive Director & Secretary 

4780 E Townsend Rd 

St Johns, MI 48879 

scook@michiganlica.org 

517-282-1083 

 

Nikki Payne, Treasurer 

269-612-2648 

 

MLICA Mailing Address 

4372 S. Wright Road 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

 

Government Relations 

Fraser Consulting 

Fraser-Trebilcock-Davis & Dunlap PC  

124 West Allegan St. Ste 1000 

Lansing, MI 48933 

Scott Everett, Cell:  517-204-3328 

MLICA  

4372 S. Wright Rd. 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

Stay Connected! 

FIND US 

On the web @ 

www.michiganlica.org 

& Facebook @ 

www.facebook.com/michiganlica 


