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Hello everyone, 

Hopefully the above quote seems 

relevant to you. Beginning with 

this issue, I have decided to in-

clude an inspirational quote that I 

feel fits our organization and I 

hope future MLICA Presidents 

continue this. 

I hope everyone has had a pro-

ductive year so far. Summer has 

come to an end and the fall rush 

will be upon us before we know 

it.  

It was really good to see every-

one who was able to make it to 

the Summer National Convention 

in Grand Rapids. I really want to 

thank any of our members and 

associates who were there par-

ticipating or helping things run 

smoothly. 

From the Lead Plow, Ben Cook, President MLICA  
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State convention is sneaking up 

on us pretty quickly. Watch for 

news in the near future with de-

tails on events and seminars that 

we will be having this year.  If any-

one has anything that they feel 

that we should look into for edu-

cational seminars we always wel-

come suggestions; just contact a 

board member or Sarah with 

your ideas.  If there is something 

you want to learn about, most 

likely you wouldnõt be the only 

one who would be interested.  

Thanks, 

Ben Cook 

òIf people like you, theyõll listen to you, but if they trust you, 

they will do business with you.ó Zig Ziglar 





 

MLICA A NNUAL  W INTER  CON-

VENTION  

January 13-15, 2019 

 

National LICA Winter Conven-

tion 

February 26 - March 2, 2019 

El Conquistador: A Hilton Resort 

Tucson, AZ 

Diary of an Executive Director 

UUUP C O M I N GP C O M I N GP C O M I N G   

EEEV E N T SV E N T SV E N T S   

KEEP UP TO 

DATE  BY EMAIL 

& FACEBOOK  

Whew! The National Summer Meeting in 

Grand Rapids turned out great! Iõm proud 

Michigan was chosen as a host state and 

that we had the opportunity to coordinate 

the pre-meeting tours! Many that attended 

commented how great the tours, venue, 

and overall meeting were. Thank you to 

those that attended the National Summer 

Meeting or helped in any way to make it 

come together! Make sure to check out the 

highlights! 

Summer flew by and now the fall grind 

begins. Keep an eye on your mailbox for 

your membership renewal notices, as our 

fiscal year begins October 1. I know many 

of you are used to paying your renewals 

along with your convention registration, 

however, we need to receive them before-

hand, so that we can submit our renewals 

to National by their deadline of January 1. 

Please make sure to update your contact 

information when you send in your renew-

als, so I can make sure my directory infor-

mation is accurate. 

Convention is quickly approaching. Mike, 

Adam, and I have been searching for a 

new location to host our convention. Al-

though we still have to finalize our loca-

tion, we do know costs for convention will 

be slightly higher this year, simply because 

our costs have been rising. We hope to still 

have the great turn out weõve had in the 

past. As Ben noted in his cover article, we 

welcome suggestions for topics of educa-

tional seminars. We strive to offer learning 

opportunities to promote new ideas and 

best practices in our industry. Suggestions 

from you help us create new learning op-

portunities! 
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National Summer Meeting Highlights 

Pictured above is Tom Irrer talking about mint farming to LICA members. 

LICA members gathered for lunch at the Fox Barn Winery. 

The National LICA Summer 

Meeting in Grand Rapids 

started with two days of 

tours, coordinated by our 

Michigan chapter. With Michi-

gan being strong in the agricul-

tural industry, we wanted to 

make sure we showcased that 

in some way, as well as making 

sure the tours were family 

friendly.  The first day of tours 

gave National members the 

opportunity to tour the mint 

farm of Tom and Doug Irrer, 

which is the Midwestõs largest 

producer of spearmint, follow-

ing with a tour and  lunch at 

AgroLiquid, then end the day 

touring Albert Steenblikõs ex-

pansive dairy farm including a 

rotary milking parlor. The sec-

ond day of tours offered 

members a 7 mile dune ride, 

with views of Silver Lake and 

Lake Michigan, lunch at The 

Fox Barn winery, and con-

cluded with a stop at the Ja-

wor Brothers Blueberry Farm 

& Country Store.  

In addition to the tours being 

family friendly, current Na-

tional LICA President Mike 

Cook wanted to make sure 

the entire meeting was family 

friendly. Grand Rapids offered 

many options to engage chil-

dren, including the John Ball 

Zoo and the Childrenõs Inter-

active Museum. Many that 

brought their children took 

the time to take them to the 

nearby attractions. It was 

great to have so many young 

families attend! 

Special thanks to AIS for  

opening your doors to let Na-

tional LICA members gather 

and try out a few machines! 

A gorgeous day on the sand dunes along Lake Michigan and Silver Lake. 

LICA members touring the Jawor Brothers Blueberry Farm & Country Store 

Learning about the research and development AgroLiquid conducts, including 

apple trees that have been grafted onto crabapple roots for strength. 

Touring Albert Steenblikõs dairy farm, petting the calves and posing for a picture 

below the carousel milking parlor. 

An equipment skills test for all to try at AIS to end the week in Grand Rapids. 



National Summer Meeting Highlights 

Several LICA members enjoying a seat and conversing between meetings. 

American history came to life at Associatesõ Night. 

Enjoying the John Ball Zoo and Grand Rapids Childrenõs Museum. 



CATERPILLAR  EXTENDED POWERTRAIN   

PROTECTION  PROGRAM 

   NATIONAL  H APPENINGS  

The CAT Extended Power-

train Protection Program, 

available only for LICA mem-

bers, allows you to work con-

fidently, control costs, safe-

guard your investment, and it 

wonõt cost you a thing. The 

purchase of a new CAT ma-

chine comes with extended 

powertrain protection at no 

additional cost. Your power-

train will be covered for up to 

three years or 5,000 hours. 

The plan covers parts and la-

bor for powertrain compo-

nent failures caused by defects 

in materials or workmanship, 

including: 

¶ Basic engine, transmission, 

torque converter/divider, 

drive line, differential, drive 

axles and final drives. 

¶ Hydraulic drive pumps and 

motors on excavators and 

machines with hydrostatic 

drive or differential steering. 

¶ Brake components that also 

provide steering on track-

type tractors and track-type 

loaders. 

¶ Service brake components 

that are internal to covered 

powertrain components. 

Normal brake wear is ex-

cluded. 


